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Relationships of local government entities, (elected or appointed as political subdivisions of the State) with federal and state agencies in the Coordination process require a government-to-government process, consisting of direct meetings, as state agencies with local units of government also apply. When such ‘entities’ have asserted their legal standing in the Coordination process, as set forth by complying with those requirements of the law and court rulings…
1. Coordination meetings are conducted under Congressional mandates, Federal statutes and regulations and/or the appropriate State statutes and codes that may also apply.

2. These Coordination meetings are conducted in the spirit of achieving a “consistency.”

“Consistency” is mandated by Federal statute. Current statutes and Executive Order require that all federal agencies Coordinate between local government plans or proposals, with plans or proposals of the Federal and/or State agencies represented in the Coordination meeting. 

3. Federal Codes, Statutes and Laws that set forth the requirements for meeting the “consistency” mandate are as follows and are considered ejusdem generis, a legal 

canon meaning “of the same kind or class” or as of a recent court ruling, they are “sister statutes.” Case 3:11-cv-08171-DGC (Jan. 08, 2013) 

What this means is, that Federal or State agencies may not claim an exemption from Coordination if a statute does not mention their agency specifically.

4. The National Environmental Protection Act, (NEPA) requires Coordination to be implemented when there is an “action” to be taken or a “plan” being contemplated. 
The Federal Land Policy Management Act, (FLPMA) defines ‘what’ Coordination is and the required actions that shall be taken by the appropriate Federal Agency. The Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (CEQ) governs and defines the implementation (‘how’) of said Coordination process. President Obama's Executive Order 13575 (June 9, 2011) states, “Coordinate and increase the effectiveness of federal management with rural stakeholders, law enforcement, State and Local Governments.” This Executive order further states, “This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law.”
